
   

 Addison Thompson 

B-1B Test Pilot 

and 

Aviation Pioneer 

 

March 10 @ 7:30pm 

SBA Visitors Center 

 

February 19, 2016 

 Over forty years in management positions in both military service and civilian industry. Held executive man-
agement positions in aircraft flight operations, aircraft modification and flight-test programs. Directed several 
multi-disciplinary organizations composed of hundreds of people with multi-million dollar budgets. Often as-
signed to take over and resolve the issues on troubled programs. A USAF Command Pilot and FAA Commer-
cial Pilot with over 8000 flying hours in more than fifty different aircraft types. Held a DOD Top Secret securi-
ty clearance for over forty years. 

 
 Twenty-year military career as an officer in the United States Air Force rising to senior rank. In addition to 

flight duty as a Combat and Test Pilot, military experience included jobs as Commander of a Detachment of the 
Air Force Flight Test Center, Director of Operations and Programs for the Air Force Flight Test Center and 
Test Director of several major Air Force test programs.  

 
 After leaving the Air Force, began a 20-year career in civilian industry with Tracor Flight Systems, Rockwell 

International and The Boeing Company (following a merger with Rockwell) as a senior test pilot, Program 
Manager and Department Director. Received national and international honors for technical accomplishments, 
as well as several community service awards. Managed several company and mixed company/government or-
ganizations with multi-million dollar budgets. Retired from The Boeing Company in 2001. 

Community Involvement: 
 

Planning Commissioner, City of Santa Barbara, CA Planning. 

Former Chairman of the Santa Barbara, CA Airport Commission. 

Served four terms as Planning Commissioner, City of Palmdale, CA. 

Chairman of the Board of a multi-million dollar international Scholarship Foundation. 

March Speaker:  Addison Thompson 

See details of the B1-B Lancer on the last page of this 
newsletter 
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EAA 527 Schedule for 2016 
 

On Friday February 12 your Board met and came up with a schedule of events for 2016.  There will be a 

newsletter or other announcement with the details prior to each event listed below.  Just save the dates 

for now.   

 
In addition to the events listed below, we are planning a number of flyouts.  These will be to various air-

ports in the local area and will be announced one or two weeks in advance.  The flyouts will not be offi-

cial EAA events so please invite anyone and everyone you know to come along.  And if you have a par-

ticular airport you would like to fly to or a particular date you would like to fly just send an e-mail to 

EAA527@Cox.net and I will pass it along to everyone. 

 
March 10 Meeting at the SBA visitor’s center.  See the meeting notice above. 

 
April 1-3 Flyout to Pine Mountain. 

 
May 12 Meeting at the High Sierra Grill.  Speaker TBD. 

 

May 21 Young Eagles at IZA.  We will need pilots and ground support. 

 
July 7  Summer party at Erwin Green’s house. 

 
October 13 Meeting at the High Sierra Grill.  Speaker TBD. 

 

December 8 Christmas party at Harry’s 

 
If you have any suggestions for other events or for speakers please send an e-mail to EAA527@cox.net. 

 
 

Message from President Carl Hopkins: Young Eagles Youth Protection Policy 
 

Over the years I am sure you have all read too many articles about trusted adults (religious leaders, teach-

ers, youth group leaders, etc.) abusing the children entrusted to their care.  As a result, many organization 

have had to implement policies to try and prevent such abuse.  And that time as finally come to EAA.   

 
There are two reasons EAA has had to implement this policy.  The first is that there have actually been 

two such cases between EAA members and Young Eagles.  The second is lawyers and insurance compa-

nies. 

 

There is a link at the end of this article.  It has information concerning the details of the policy as well as 
instructions concerning the steps every EAA member who works with Young Eagles will have to under-
take.  It is a two-part process.  The first is an online “class” and “quiz”.  It is very simple; very common 

sense; and will take you about 10 minutes.  After completing that you will need to complete a form to 
allow EAA to conduct a criminal background check on you.  The only information you are asked to pro-
vide is Name, Address, and phone number.  There is a place to enter social security number but it is op-

tional.  If you chose not to provide it (and most people are not providing it) just enter 999999999.  Upon 
completion of the background check you will get an e-mail.  Print it out and cut out the little “card” that 
says you are OK.  You will need to bring that with you to all Young Eagle events.  I just put mine in my  

mailto:EAA527@Cox.net
mailto:EAA527@cox.net
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wallet behind my pilot’s license along with my medical.  They say you will get a response in 7-10 

days.  Still Chase, Paul Trent and I all got ours in 3-4 days. 

 
I know this is a “pain” and somewhat of an insult.  And my first reaction was <expletive deleted> 

no!  But, it is not hard and takes very little time.  And if you don’t do it the ones who suffer are the 

Young Eagles.  So I urge all of you, pilots and ground crew, to please go ahead and get it over 

with.  It is good for three years. 

 
Here is the link: http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-youth-education/

youth-protection-policy-and-program 

 
If you have any problems, please do not hesitate to call Carl Hopkins at 805.967.2943. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The B1b Lancer is the fastest bomber in American service. It's four 30,000 lb afterburning General Electric F-
101-GE-102 turbofans propel this massive swing wing aircraft along at mach 1.2 sea level. Range is equally im-
pressive, the Lancer can deliver it's payload between continents without needing to be refueled in the air. 
The origins of the aircraft date back to the 1970s with the B1a program for a long range multi-role heavy bomb-
er. The program was cancelled by the Carter administration however. In 1981 under Reagan's government the 
program was revived as the B1b. First flight took place in 1984 and the Lancer entered combat service in 1986. 

 

The design and construction of the aircraft incorporates stealth technology as is common for many of the newest 
US war planes. By using radar absorbing materials and other techniques the radar signature for this massive jet 
plane is a mere 1% that of the equally massive B52. This coupled with the aircraft's speed make it a difficult tar-
get for enemy fighters to intercept. 
Variable geometry wings are part of the B1b design (Swing Wings). Forward sweep is used for take off, landing 
and fuel efficient cruising, while when speed is needed the wings sweep back reducing drag and airframe stress. 

 

Lancers form perhaps the most important element in a trio of USAF heavy bombers, it's two stablemates being 
the B2 Spirit flying wing stealth bomber and the reliable old warhorse the B52.  
First combat actions of the aircraft were against Iraq. 

B– 1b Lancer 

http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-youth-education/youth-protection-policy-and-program
http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-youth-education/youth-protection-policy-and-program

