
November, 2014

 Events Calendar
 

Upcoming Events: 
Club Meeting, Thursday, November 13 at 7:30pm, SBA Visitors Center
Saturday, December 6 - Oceano Toys for Tots Fly-In
Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and 
Sunday)
 

 

Your Flight Physical
 
by Still Chase
 
As we pilots age (who doesn’t?), the biennial flight physical can create a few anxious moments.  
The experience gained from my recent flight physical might be of interest to other pilots.  
 
I reported on the FAA form a condition (skin cancer) that I thought was trivial, but turned out to be 
disqualifying.  Thankfully, a letter from my personal doctor to the FAA indicating that the condition 
was treated successfully was sufficient to reinstate my medical in less than one month. 
 
Basically, I was blindsided because I had not done my homework to determine what medical 
conditions the FAA considers disqualifying.  With this in mind I would suggest the following as you 
prepare for your next flight physical:
 
1.  Go the the FAA website, <www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certificates/>  to determine 

whether any condition you may have is disqualifying.
 
2.  Discuss your condition with your AME before filling out the form.  He may give you some 

guidance in providing the FAA with the required information.   Stonewalling your AME might not 
be a good idea should your unreported condition come to light later; your insurance might be at 
risk.

 
3.  Even if you have an initially disqualifying medical condition, the FAA together with your AME can 

issue an AASI as described below:
 
AASI Qualifying Conditions
Aviation medical examiners (AMEs) are now allowed to reissue medical certificates to pilots with 
serious medical histories that are now stable, but require special issuance. The program, called AME 
Assisted Special Issuance (AASI), is based on an earlier AOPA recommendation to the FAA. Certain 
low-risk medical conditions that require a special issuance can now be renewed annually by the 
AME after the FAA has granted the initial special issuance authorization.
When reporting one of the listed conditions for the first time, you will need to provide complete 
medical documentation to the FAA prior to having an FAA physical exam performed by an aviation 
medical examiner. After the FAA clears your case, you will receive a letter authorizing your AME to 
conduct a physical examination and issue a medical certificate if you are found otherwise qualified. 
This authorization letter may be valid for up to six years, but you will still be required to provide your 
AME with periodic medical reports confirming that your condition is unchanged. The authorization 
letter will also detail exactly what information is needed for continued certification and the time frame 
in which that information will need to be submitted. The program is under ongoing review, and new 
conditions will probably be added.
 
The FAA will review each case and determine if it will be placed under the AASI protocol. Until you 
receive an authorization that allows your AME to reissue the certificate, you should continue to send 
your periodic medical reports to the FAA just as you have always done.
More details about the new issuance policy can be found in the Winter 2003 Federal Air Surgeon's 
Bulletin  <http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/fasmb/media/F2003_04.pdf>
 
Stephen H. Goodman, M.D.
Federal Aviation Administration 
Aviation Medical Division
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, California 90009-2007
(310) 725-3750 
FAX (310) 725-6835
_______________________ 
 
In my case the folks at the FAA Aviation Medical Division in Los Angeles were helpful in providing 
status and prompt in processing my paperwork. 
 
    

Thought for the Month
 

I love mankind.  It’s people I can’t stand
                                                                               Charles Schultz

Fly for Fun - Fly for FOOD
Saturday, Nov 8

11:30

Join us at the Spirit of San Luis Restaurant at SBP for lunch and camaraderie. If enough people 
sign up, we can have the patio to ourselves. Please RSVP, so we can have enough tables set.

(Nov 15 will be the backup date)

RSVP: Jo Duffy, 569-0660 or joduffy@rain.org

 
 
 

RSVP:
Jo Duffy

569-0660
joduffy@rain.org

 

Fly - Out
Lunch at the Spirit of San 

Luis, KSBP
Saturday, November 8

 
 
 
 
 
 



Special November Meeting - Discussion to Deactivate SB Aero 
Club/EAA527 Chapter
Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 13, 7:30pm at the SBA Visitors Center. At this meeting we 
will discuss a proposal to deactivate the SB Aero Club / EAA 527.
 
Over the past several years we have noticed a significant drop in attendance at meetings and an inability 
to secure volunteers for required officer positions. The meeting this month will focus on determining 
whether and how our members would like to keep the Club active. If there is interest, we will be looking 
for new officers for next year.  At the moment there are not enough prospects. If you'd like to see our 
group remain active, please consider volunteering at or before this meeting.
 
If new leadership cannot be found for next year your board will apply to the EAA for inactive status. That 
would mean no meetings and no newsletter, though the website could remain available in modified 
form in the event officer volunteers should step forward in the future.
 
Whether you have an interest in deactivating the Club or keeping it alive please make every effort to 
attend the next meeting. If you are interested but can't attend, please make your views known asap to 
one of our officers or someone you know will be attending.
 

 
 
 
 
 
Oceano Toys for Tots - Saturday, December 6
 
The annual Oceano Toys for Tots Fly-in is a good opportunity to go flying and perform a community service at the 
same time.  



EAA Chapter 527
Santa Barbara, California

 

President Carl Hopkins 805//967-2943  Carllhopkins@cox.net
 
Vice Pres. Jo Duffy                     805/569-0660 joduffy@rain.org
 
Treasurer Roger Waldron 805-636-1455   roger.eaa527@gmail.com

                    PO box 1382, Santa Barbara, CA  93102
          Annual Dues: $15.00

  
Newsletter Editor:                          Still Chase 805/967-2883, stillc@cox.net
Webmaster: 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm., at the NEW 
VISITORS' CENTER, 45 Hartley Place, Santa Barbara Airport (SBA).  Visitors 
are always welcome!
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