
    September 2014

 Events Calendar
 Upcoming Events:  

Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and Sunday)
 

Thought for the Month
 
 "Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but wish we didn't."
 
- Erica Jong 
 

Tom Wolf - Speaker for the September Meeting
 
Tom Wolf has been building and flying radio controlled aircraft for almost 50 years.  Through that time, he 
has witnessed dramatic advancements in technology.  His modeling experience includes fixed wing 
powered aircraft and gliders, and helicopters.  He has designed over a dozen model aircraft and has built 
numerous aircraft from “scratch”.  Tom has a BS in Mechanical Engineering from UCSB and worked at a 
local defense contractor for 33 years before retiring three years ago.  Modeling achievements include being 
awarded the National Grand Champion trophy at the 2013 US Scale Masters Competition held in Davis 
California.
 
Tom will discuss the current state of the art for radio control aircraft, including relatively recent technology 
breakthroughs that have resulted in the proliferation of inexpensive electric powered fixed wing and rotary 
wing aircraft.  Some of this technology has made flying “drones”, including airborne photographic and video 
platforms, feasible for the general public.
Tom will also provide an overview of his 1/5 Scale DeHavilland Mosquito, covering construction, control 
system, and flying qualities.  An overview of 
scale competition will wrap up the discussion.  
The Mosquito will be on display to support 
the presentation.
 

 

 

Looks real doesn’t it?

It is real, just a little smaller than full-scale!

Radio Controlled Aircraft
Current State of Technology

Tom Wolf
7:30 pm, Thursday, Sept 11

SBA Visitors Center



Alaska, the Last Frontier - by Still Chase
 
If you live in Alaska you just gotta be a pilot!  One out of every 65 Alaskans is a pilot, and its easy to see why 
if you spend any time there. Roads are few and far between, but there are airstrips everywhere.  Well, 
almost everywhere.   Nancy, daughter Margo and I returned in August from a fun trip to Talkeetna (EAA 527 
member Elwood Shapansky’s summer stomping ground) and Denali State Park, about 130 miles north.
 
Margo’s husband, Patrick flies for K2 Aviation in Talkeetna during the summer, transporting tourists on flights 
around Denali (at 20,300 ft, the tallest mountain in North America).  He also lands his ski-equipped 
Dehavilland Beaver on glaciers, in our case the Ruth glacier.  Denali climbers usually start out on the glacier 
at about 6500 ft.  One of the photos below shows Patrick about to fly through “747 Pass,” so named 
because it is about as wide as a 747 wingspread.  We made it through to the glacier beyond easily, 
thankfully!  Fortunately for us the weather was clear and we saw Denali almost every day.  Only 25% of 
tourists actually see Denali because of clouds.
 
We had another flying adventure returning to Anchorage on our trip home.  K2’s parent company, Rust’s 
Flying Service, operates float planes from Lake Hood, including Beavers, Turbo Otters and C206s.  We flew 
in another Beaver about 100 miles west across Cook Inlet to Crescent Lake in the Lake Clark Wilderness 
where we were dropped off for a day of bear watching from a small boat.  The bears come down to the lake 
to fish for salmon.  They totally ignored us.  We were picked up later in a Cessna 206 on floats, a much 
quieter ride than the throbbing Beaver.
 
Flying is a great way to see Alaska!
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