
March 2013

 Events Calendar
 

Upcoming Events: 
EAA 527 Meeting, Thursday, March 14 at 7:30pm, SBA Visitors Center
EAA Webinars - See List at the end of this newsletter
Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and 
Sunday)
 

 

Your Flight Physical
 
by Still Chase
 
As we pilots age (who doesn’t?), the biennial flight physical can create a few anxious moments.  
The experience gained from my recent flight physical might be of interest to other pilots.  
 
I reported on the FAA form a condition (skin cancer) that I thought was trivial, but turned out to be 
disqualifying.  Thankfully, a letter from my personal doctor to the FAA indicating that the condition 
was treated successfully was sufficient to reinstate my medical in less than one month. 
 
Basically, I was blindsided because I had not done my homework to determine what medical 
conditions the FAA considers disqualifying.  With this in mind I would suggest the following as you 
prepare for your next flight physical:
 
1.  Go the the FAA website, <www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certificates/>  to determine 

whether any condition you may have is disqualifying.
 
2.  Discuss your condition with your AME before filling out the form.  He may give you some 

guidance in providing the FAA with the required information.   Stonewalling your AME might not 
be a good idea should your unreported condition come to light later; your insurance might be at 
risk.

 
3.  Even if you have an initially disqualifying medical condition, the FAA together with your AME can 

issue an AASI as described below:
 
AASI Qualifying Conditions
Aviation medical examiners (AMEs) are now allowed to reissue medical certificates to pilots with 
serious medical histories that are now stable, but require special issuance. The program, called AME 
Assisted Special Issuance (AASI), is based on an earlier AOPA recommendation to the FAA. Certain 
low-risk medical conditions that require a special issuance can now be renewed annually by the 
AME after the FAA has granted the initial special issuance authorization.
When reporting one of the listed conditions for the first time, you will need to provide complete 
medical documentation to the FAA prior to having an FAA physical exam performed by an aviation 
medical examiner. After the FAA clears your case, you will receive a letter authorizing your AME to 
conduct a physical examination and issue a medical certificate if you are found otherwise qualified. 
This authorization letter may be valid for up to six years, but you will still be required to provide your 
AME with periodic medical reports confirming that your condition is unchanged. The authorization 
letter will also detail exactly what information is needed for continued certification and the time frame 
in which that information will need to be submitted. The program is under ongoing review, and new 
conditions will probably be added.
 
The FAA will review each case and determine if it will be placed under the AASI protocol. Until you 
receive an authorization that allows your AME to reissue the certificate, you should continue to send 
your periodic medical reports to the FAA just as you have always done.
More details about the new issuance policy can be found in the Winter 2003 Federal Air Surgeon's 
Bulletin  <http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/fasmb/media/F2003_04.pdf>
 
Stephen H. Goodman, M.D.
Federal Aviation Administration 
Aviation Medical Division
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, California 90009-2007
(310) 725-3750 
FAX (310) 725-6835
_______________________ 
 
In my case the folks at the FAA Aviation Medical Division in Los Angeles were helpful in providing 
status and prompt in processing my paperwork. 
 
    

Thought for the Month
 
“If I knew I would live this long I would have taken better care of myself”
                                                                                 Sammy Davis, Jr.                                                
 
 

Flash!
Check Out Our New Website

See Details Below
 

JACK NORRIS - Speaker for Thursday, March 14
Jack Norris is a man of 
many talents and many 
accomplishments. 
 
In his early years he was 
an Air National Guard B-
26 pilot. After finishing 
his engineering degree, 
Jack joined the USAF 
and led the Aircraft Lab 
team at USAF in Mock 
Up and Engineering 
Inspections of the new 
generation, leading edge 
aircraft. 
 
He had a long and 
distinguished career in 
aerospace engineering 
working on Boeing jet 

Jack Norris
All About Propellers
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control systems and then the maneuvering rocket systems on Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo flights.
Working with Walt Disney, Jack was involved in the creation of the lifelike motion of Abe Lincoln and the 
Pirates of the Caribbean at Disneyland.
 
An expert on aerodynamics and flight, Jack was Technical Director - Mission Control on the 1986 Around 
the World Voyager Project flown by Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager. He predicted the route, tailwind speed, 
and fuel burn with amazing accuracy.
 
Jack has also written several books on technical subjects including one on propellers.
 
 
EAA 527 New Website - https://eaa527.wordpress.com
 
We haven’t seen much of our new secretary/webmaster, John Wiley, lately, but that doesn’t mean he 
hasn’t been busy creating a new website for our Club.  John has already included many useful features 
that members can access, inlcuding newsletters, meeting announcements and special events.  
 
Below is a screen grab of the website.  Check in with the URL above and explore the features.  I’m just 
learning all about it myself.
 
Still Chase, editor
 



Annual Westcoast Cessna 120/140 Club Fly-out to Harris Ranch - Saturday, 
March 9
By Still Chase
 
Not everybody can have the fun of flying a 
120/140, but those of us who do enjoy 
getting together at Harris Ranch (3O8) for 
lunch and story telling.  The Club is 
definitely not exclusive, though, and 
anyone with an airplane is warmly 
welcomed.  Accordingly, we had a good 
turnout and the usual hearty lunch.  Some 
folks were planning to spend the night at 
the fine Harris Ranch Hotel.
 
There was some concern initially about the 
weather, but except for some clouds at 
around 4500 feet and a stiff headwind 
flying north it was fairly smooth.  I flew 
under the clouds going up to minimize the 
headwind and on top coming home to 
maximize the tailwind.  Lloyd Sorensen’s 
140 was laid up with an intercom installation in progress so Lloyd, Sharon, Nancy and I flew in our 
182.  We were welcomed even if it wasn’t a 140.
 
Some owners spend a lot of effort tricking out their 140’s.  This one was called “Plum Crazy.”
 
 

Cessna 140’s Lined Up

          “Plum Crazy” Kathy Bybokas, Nancy Chase and Eloise Westra

Still and Nancy Chase in Their Non-C140
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3/13/137 p.m. CDT Ford Tri-Motor 101 Cody Welch
 
Tri-Motor pilot Cody Welch discusses the history of these famous airplanes, where they are now, and a description of the 
construction and systems as well as the history of EAA's Fords and what it's like to fly the Tri-Motor.
 
 
 
3/20/137 p.m. CDT Rotax 912 Engine Maintenance and Inspection Tips Dean Vogel
 
Dean Vogel from Lockwood Aviation discusses Rotax 4-stroke engines. Lockwood is the leader in maintenance and repair of 
Rotax engines. He will share maintenance and inspection tips to help owners care for their Rotax 4-stroke engine.
 
 
 
3/27/137 p.m. CDT Flying FIFI: The History and Operation of the Only Flying B-29 Brad Pilgrim, Steve Buss 
 
Join the Commemorative Air Force's Kim Pardon, David Oliver and Steve Buss as they discuss the history and operation of FIFI, 
the world's last airworthy B-29 "Superfortress." From the desert scrap yard to the star of air shows, FIFI is a living piece of 
history with its own unique flight characteristics.
 
 
 
4/03/138 p.m. CDT Leaning Basics
FAA AMT & Wings Credit Mike Busch
 
Leaning without fear, the Embry-Riddle experience, a minimal leaning checklist, why full-rich is too rich, how mixture affects 
power and key engine parameters, how mixture affects the combustion event, leaning made simple, frequently-asked questions.
 
 
 
4/24/137 p.m. CDT All About the Sonerai: An Affordable Homebuilt Aircraft Fred Keip
 
Fred Keip, Sonerai owner/builder/pilot,retired editor of the Sonerai Newsletter, and member of the EAA Homebuilt Aircraft 
Council, discusses the complete line of Sonerai airplanes: VW-powered sport airplanes designed by Homebuilders Hall of Fame 
member John Monnett, the father of the Sonex line of airplanes.
 
 
 
5/08/137 p.m. CDT Homebuilt Airworthiness Inspections Joe Gauthier
 
Joe Gauthier, FAA Designated Airworthiness Representative (DAR) and member of the EAA Homebuilt Aircraft Council 
discusses preparations to ensure a smooth FAA inspection leading to the issuance of an experimental amateur-built airworthiness 
certificate. Joe presents a detailed checklist approach to ensure your fully prepared for the final FAA inspection.
 
 
 
5/29/137 p.m. CDT Demystifying Weight and Balance Fred Keip
 
Fred Keip, Sonerai builder, Technical Counselor, and Homebuilt Aircraft Council member, discusses the three easy steps of 
correctly performing the weight and balance calculations needed to certify your homebuilt aircraft project.
 
 
 

EAA Webinars  at  www.eaa.org/webinars/
 
EAA offers a regular series of webinars to its members. These live multimedia presentations are 
informative and interactive, allowing the presenter to use slides and audio, while audience members can 
ask questions, chat, or be polled for their opinion.
 
Registration is required, and space is limited. Click the title of any of the presentations to register.
 
Some EAA Webinars qualify for credit in the FAA's WINGS or AMT awards program. See the FAA Safety 
site for details and to register

https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/111155042
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/532160738
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/431583746
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/431583746
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/431583746
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/815655154
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/597502770
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/343360074
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/575073034


EAA Chapter 527
Santa Barbara, California

 
President Carl Hopkins 805//967-2943  Carllhopkins@cox.net
 
Vice Pres. Jo Duffy                     805/569-0660 joduffy@rain.org
 
Treasurer Roger Waldron 805-636-1455   roger.eaa527@gmail.com

                    PO box 1382, Santa Barbara, CA  93102
          Annual Dues: $15.00

 
Secretary/Webmaster:  John Wiley 708-3061  johnw4u@gmail.com
 
Newsletter Editor:  Still Chase 805/967-2883  stillc@cox.net
 
 Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm., at the NEW 
VISITORS' CENTER, 45 Hartley Place, Santa Barbara Airport (SBA).  Visitors 
are always welcome!
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