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 Events Calendar
 

Upcoming Events: 
EAA 527 Meeting, Thursday, January 10 at 7:30pm, SBA Visitors Center
EAA Webinars - See List at the end of this newsletter
Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and 
Sunday)
 

 

Your Flight Physical
 
by Still Chase
 
As we pilots age (who doesn’t?), the biennial flight physical can create a few anxious moments.  
The experience gained from my recent flight physical might be of interest to other pilots.  
 
I reported on the FAA form a condition (skin cancer) that I thought was trivial, but turned out to be 
disqualifying.  Thankfully, a letter from my personal doctor to the FAA indicating that the condition 
was treated successfully was sufficient to reinstate my medical in less than one month. 
 
Basically, I was blindsided because I had not done my homework to determine what medical 
conditions the FAA considers disqualifying.  With this in mind I would suggest the following as you 
prepare for your next flight physical:
 
1.  Go the the FAA website, <www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certificates/>  to determine 

whether any condition you may have is disqualifying.
 
2.  Discuss your condition with your AME before filling out the form.  He may give you some 

guidance in providing the FAA with the required information.   Stonewalling your AME might not 
be a good idea should your unreported condition come to light later; your insurance might be at 
risk.

 
3.  Even if you have an initially disqualifying medical condition, the FAA together with your AME can 

issue an AASI as described below:
 
AASI Qualifying Conditions
Aviation medical examiners (AMEs) are now allowed to reissue medical certificates to pilots with 
serious medical histories that are now stable, but require special issuance. The program, called AME 
Assisted Special Issuance (AASI), is based on an earlier AOPA recommendation to the FAA. Certain 
low-risk medical conditions that require a special issuance can now be renewed annually by the 
AME after the FAA has granted the initial special issuance authorization.
When reporting one of the listed conditions for the first time, you will need to provide complete 
medical documentation to the FAA prior to having an FAA physical exam performed by an aviation 
medical examiner. After the FAA clears your case, you will receive a letter authorizing your AME to 
conduct a physical examination and issue a medical certificate if you are found otherwise qualified. 
This authorization letter may be valid for up to six years, but you will still be required to provide your 
AME with periodic medical reports confirming that your condition is unchanged. The authorization 
letter will also detail exactly what information is needed for continued certification and the time frame 
in which that information will need to be submitted. The program is under ongoing review, and new 
conditions will probably be added.
 
The FAA will review each case and determine if it will be placed under the AASI protocol. Until you 
receive an authorization that allows your AME to reissue the certificate, you should continue to send 
your periodic medical reports to the FAA just as you have always done.
More details about the new issuance policy can be found in the Winter 2003 Federal Air Surgeon's 
Bulletin  <http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/fasmb/media/F2003_04.pdf>
 
Stephen H. Goodman, M.D.
Federal Aviation Administration 
Aviation Medical Division
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, California 90009-2007
(310) 725-3750 
FAX (310) 725-6835
_______________________ 
 
In my case the folks at the FAA Aviation Medical Division in Los Angeles were helpful in providing 
status and prompt in processing my paperwork. 
 
    

Thought for the Month
 
“Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out and 
remove all doubt.”                                               Abraham Lincoln
 
 

Up Close and Personal - with David Voelker, FAA Inspector -  Speaker for Thursday 
Meeting
 
A unique opportunity to discuss the questions we all might have, and many really important ones we didn't 
even know we had, regarding airworthiness and owner/operator performed maintenance.
 
Part of David Voelker's magic includes his ability to recognize certain everyday circumstances all of us 
might encounter, and ask, "Is that legal?" 
 
Most people can read the FARs, but David Voelker energizes them and makes them memorable with a life 
enabling text that jumps off the page and becomes rewritten as intriguing scenarios.  
 
You'll be able to personally watch, listen and participate, as his discussion of ADs (airworthiness 
directives), 100 hour inspections, annuals, log book entries, and even preparing for a ramp check, 
becomes animated and alive.
 
Note: 
  
Pilot airspace deviations continue to be a major risk in the national airspace system.  To reduce the chance 
that you might be involved in an airspace deviation incident, you are highly encouraged to take an on-line 
learning center course on http://www.faasafety.gov/.  Or search the learning library for associated guidance 
on airspace incursions.  Remember, safe and prudent airmen have superior situational awareness, and 
have a plan to keep it that way. 
  
Thanks!  A message from your local FAASTeam. 
 
 

David Voelker
FAA Inspector

Airworthy and Legal?
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EAA Webinars
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Upcoming webinars include the following topics and presenters:
 
January 9 - 7 p.m. CST 
Flight with Broken Flight Controls
Presenters: Gordon Penner
 
January 10 - 7 p.m. CST 
EAA Chapter Chat: Chapter Video Magazine
Presenters: Jeff Skiles, Trevor Janz, and 
Brady Lane
 
January 16 - 7 p.m. CST 
Flying With the iPad Update: Apps, Accessories, Tips and Tricks
Presenter: Bret Koebbe
 
January 23 - 7 p.m. CST 
VW Engine Assembly Tips
Presenter: Steve Bennett
 
  January 31 - 7 p.m. CST 
Flight Testing Homebuilts - Expanding the Envelope
Presenter: Chad Jensen
 
February 6 - 8 p.m. CST 
How Healthy Is Your Engine? 
AMT & Wings Credit
Presenter: Mike Busch
 
February 12 - 7 p.m. CST 
EAA Chapter Chat: B-17 and Tri-Motor 
Flying Tour
Presenter: Margaret Viola
 
February 27 - 7 p.m. CST 
Fuel System Testing
Presenter: Dave Prizio and Joe Gauthier
 
Register at the EAA Website: http:www.eaa.org/webinars  today for these upcoming free 
webinars! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Audio speakers and a broadband Internet connection are required to participate in the 
webinars. Visit the EAA webinars page for more information about EAA’s Webinars.
 
 
 
 
 
 



EAA Chapter 527
Santa Barbara, California

 

President Carl Hopkins 805//967-2943  Carllhopkins@cox.net
 
Vice Pres. Jo Duffy                     805/569-0660 joduffy@rain.org
 
Treasurer Roger Waldron 805-636-1455   roger.eaa527@gmail.com

                    PO box 1382, Santa Barbara, CA  93102
          Annual Dues: $15.00

  
Newsletter Editor:                          Still Chase 805/967-2883, stillc@cox.net
Webmaster: 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm., at the NEW 
VISITORS' CENTER, 45 Hartley Place, Santa Barbara Airport (SBA).  Visitors 
are always welcome!
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