
February 2013

 Events Calendar
 

Upcoming Events: 
EAA 527 Meeting, Thursday, February 14 at 7:30pm, SBA Visitors Center
EAA Webinars - See List at the end of this newsletter
Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and 
Sunday)
 

 

Your Flight Physical
 
by Still Chase
 
As we pilots age (who doesn’t?), the biennial flight physical can create a few anxious moments.  
The experience gained from my recent flight physical might be of interest to other pilots.  
 
I reported on the FAA form a condition (skin cancer) that I thought was trivial, but turned out to be 
disqualifying.  Thankfully, a letter from my personal doctor to the FAA indicating that the condition 
was treated successfully was sufficient to reinstate my medical in less than one month. 
 
Basically, I was blindsided because I had not done my homework to determine what medical 
conditions the FAA considers disqualifying.  With this in mind I would suggest the following as you 
prepare for your next flight physical:
 
1.  Go the the FAA website, <www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certificates/>  to determine 

whether any condition you may have is disqualifying.
 
2.  Discuss your condition with your AME before filling out the form.  He may give you some 

guidance in providing the FAA with the required information.   Stonewalling your AME might not 
be a good idea should your unreported condition come to light later; your insurance might be at 
risk.

 
3.  Even if you have an initially disqualifying medical condition, the FAA together with your AME can 

issue an AASI as described below:
 
AASI Qualifying Conditions
Aviation medical examiners (AMEs) are now allowed to reissue medical certificates to pilots with 
serious medical histories that are now stable, but require special issuance. The program, called AME 
Assisted Special Issuance (AASI), is based on an earlier AOPA recommendation to the FAA. Certain 
low-risk medical conditions that require a special issuance can now be renewed annually by the 
AME after the FAA has granted the initial special issuance authorization.
When reporting one of the listed conditions for the first time, you will need to provide complete 
medical documentation to the FAA prior to having an FAA physical exam performed by an aviation 
medical examiner. After the FAA clears your case, you will receive a letter authorizing your AME to 
conduct a physical examination and issue a medical certificate if you are found otherwise qualified. 
This authorization letter may be valid for up to six years, but you will still be required to provide your 
AME with periodic medical reports confirming that your condition is unchanged. The authorization 
letter will also detail exactly what information is needed for continued certification and the time frame 
in which that information will need to be submitted. The program is under ongoing review, and new 
conditions will probably be added.
 
The FAA will review each case and determine if it will be placed under the AASI protocol. Until you 
receive an authorization that allows your AME to reissue the certificate, you should continue to send 
your periodic medical reports to the FAA just as you have always done.
More details about the new issuance policy can be found in the Winter 2003 Federal Air Surgeon's 
Bulletin  <http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/fasmb/media/F2003_04.pdf>
 
Stephen H. Goodman, M.D.
Federal Aviation Administration 
Aviation Medical Division
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, California 90009-2007
(310) 725-3750 
FAX (310) 725-6835
_______________________ 
 
In my case the folks at the FAA Aviation Medical Division in Los Angeles were helpful in providing 
status and prompt in processing my paperwork. 
 
    

Thought for the Month
 
“Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not simpler”
                                                                                 Albert Einstein                                                
 
 

I am a retired physics professor from Santa 
Barbara City College. Though teaching at 
SBCC was my primary occupation from 1963 
to 1993, I have spent summers in Alaska 
working as a bush pilot since 1976. My range 
of flying experiences in Alaska extends from 
Deadhorse to Dutch Harbor. I am currently 
employed part-time in Talkeetna, Alaska as a 
glacier pilot, flying tourists and climbers to Mt. 
McKinley and the surrounding areas.
 
I have thousands of slides and stories about 
my flying activities and present digital aviation 
slide shows to local service clubs. I also have a 
PhD in physics and love to teach young people 
about hands on science. I have done a host of 
elementary school classes and have 
conducted public lectures on elementary 
physics in a theater setting.
 
My presentation will be based on a recent trip 
above the Arctic Circle, where I visited villages 
that I worked in during the seventies.  On this 
trip I flew from Talkeetna to Galena, Buckland, 
Kotzebue, Norvik, Nelson Lagoon, Kiana 

Flying the Alaska Bush - With Elwood Schapansky
        Editor’s note: Elwood’s talk is suitable for the whole family, so bring ‘em all.

Elwood and His Piper in Talkeetna

Elwood Shapansky
Alaska Bush Pilot
Flying Alaska’s Outback

 



Selawik, Kobuk and Bettles.  In each of 
these villages I showed a book that had 
pictures from my early years.  My goal 
was to locate the children and adults I had 
photographed at that time. The book was 
my key to the villages since I had pictures 
of many local residents and their friends.  
Once they saw my picture book, I was an 
immediate guest and people followed me 
around the village and helped me find 
those still alive, or living locally. It was 
great fun.
 
I have done several of these follow-up 
trips.  I have returned to Cordova, King 
Salmon and the Chignik area as well as to 
Anaktuvuk Pass and the Arctic Ocean.  It 
gives me great joy to locate old friends 
and to get acquainted with the adults that I 
met as children.
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Flying the K2 Beaver on Skis

The World Aerobatic Championship is often 
described as the "The Aerial Olympics". This elite 
competition draws the best aerobatic pilots from all 
over the world, putting the ultimate in human skill and 
aircraft performance on display. 
 
The first international aerobatic championship, the 
"Coupe Mondiale", was held in Paris in 1934. It was a 
grand public spectacle attended by crowds of aviation 
enthusiasts eager to see the masters of aerobatics 
perform the first vertical snap roll and "spinning tail 
slide." The renown German pilot, Gerhard Fieseler 
took first place in his F2 Tiger. Over the years, 
aerobatic figures and judging criteria have been 
refined and organized. The first contest sanctioned by 
the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) was 
held in Czechoslovakia in 1960. Since then 
championships have been held every two years in 
locations such as Austria, Hungary, Russia, Great 
Britain, Spain and most recently in Italy in 2012. The 
United States has hosted the event only three times 
in the last 50 years. 
 
Like the olympics, countries bid against each other to 
host this prestigious event. We are proud to 
announce that finally, after more than ten years, the 
WAC is back in the United States and, "Yee Hah!" It's 
coming to Texas! The 27th FAI World Aerobatic 
Championships will be held October 9-20, 2013 at the North Texas Regional Airport in 
Sherman/Denison,Texas.
 
The WAC2013 contest will be a big undertaking and we need your help to support the event and 
present our best face to the international aviation community. We are actively seeking sponsors, 
donors and volunteers. If you are interested in supporting the WAC please visit us at 
www.WAC2013.com. 
 
Follow us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/2013WAC and Twitter: twitter.com/2013WAC
 
Editor’s Note:  See attachment for complete details.
 

JOIN US AT THE 2013 WORLD AEROBATIC CHAMPIONSHIPS.
                                 by Margo Chase
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Plan View of Flight to Oceano

CloudAhoy:  Another Fun Flying App for Your iPad
 
I’m always on the lookout for good flying applications for my iPad.  Foreflight is a popular subscription 
application that is used by many GA pilots and it is approved by the FAA for airline use as well.
 
CloudAhoy is a free app that works with the internal GPS in the iPad or iPhone to track your flight.  
After the flight you can review the flight on the iPad with your track superimposed in the Google Earth 
background, but what is really cool is that if you log onto the CloudAhoy site you can view your flight 
in 3D.  There is even a “cockpit view” that shows your flight looking out the windshield that is good for 
reviewing your approach.
 
Here are a few screen shots from a recent flight from KIZA to Oceano (L52).  I was under the hood 
with Carl Hopkins so I didn’t see any of this until the approach to L52, but I was able to see it all later 
with CloudAhoy.
 

Picket View of Downwind and Final At Oceano
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Cockpit View of Final Approach at Oceano

EAA Webinars
Upcoming webinars include the following topics and presenters:
 
February 6 - 8 p.m. CST 
How Healthy Is Your Engine? 
AMT & Wings Credit
Presenter: Mike Busch
 
February 12 - 7 p.m. CST 
EAA Chapter Chat: B-17 and Tri-Motor 
Flying Tour
Presenter: Margaret Viola
 
2/19/13 7 p.m. CST Maintaining Aircraft Control and How to 
Avoid Loss of Control
FAA Wings Credit Rich Stowell
 
2/20/13 7 p.m. CST Passing a Flight Review and Instrument 
Proficiency Check Ted Sanders
 
February 27 - 7 p.m. CST 
Fuel System Testing
Presenter: Dave Prizio and Joe Gauthier
 
3/06/13 8 p.m. CST Five Secrets of Cost-Effective Maintenance
FAA AMT & Wings Credit Mike Busch
 
4/03/13 8 p.m. CDT Leaning Basics
FAA AMT & Wings Credit Mike Busch
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Register at the EAA Website: http:www.eaa.org/webinars  today for 
these upcoming free webinars! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Audio speakers and a broadband Internet connection are required to 
participate in the webinars. Visit the EAA webinars page for more 
information about EAA’s Webinars.
 
 
 
 
 
 



EAA Chapter 527
Santa Barbara, California

 
President Carl Hopkins 805//967-2943  Carllhopkins@cox.net
 
Vice Pres. Jo Duffy                     805/569-0660 joduffy@rain.org
 
Treasurer Roger Waldron 805-636-1455   roger.eaa527@gmail.com

                    PO box 1382, Santa Barbara, CA  93102
          Annual Dues: $15.00

 
Secretary:  John Wiley 708-3061  johnw4u@gmail.com
 
Newsletter Editor:  Still Chase 805/967-2883  stillc@cox.net
 
 Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm., at the NEW 
VISITORS' CENTER, 45 Hartley Place, Santa Barbara Airport (SBA).  Visitors 
are always welcome!
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