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 Events Calendar
 

Upcoming Events: 
November 8 EAA 527 Meeting, 7:30pm at the SBA Visitors Center
EAA Webinars - See List at the end of this newsletter
Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and 
Sunday)
 

 

Your Flight Physical
 
by Still Chase
 
As we pilots age (who doesn’t?), the biennial flight physical can create a few anxious moments.  
The experience gained from my recent flight physical might be of interest to other pilots.  
 
I reported on the FAA form a condition (skin cancer) that I thought was trivial, but turned out to be 
disqualifying.  Thankfully, a letter from my personal doctor to the FAA indicating that the condition 
was treated successfully was sufficient to reinstate my medical in less than one month. 
 
Basically, I was blindsided because I had not done my homework to determine what medical 
conditions the FAA considers disqualifying.  With this in mind I would suggest the following as you 
prepare for your next flight physical:
 
1.  Go the the FAA website, <www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certificates/>  to determine 

whether any condition you may have is disqualifying.
 
2.  Discuss your condition with your AME before filling out the form.  He may give you some 

guidance in providing the FAA with the required information.   Stonewalling your AME might not 
be a good idea should your unreported condition come to light later; your insurance might be at 
risk.

 
3.  Even if you have an initially disqualifying medical condition, the FAA together with your AME can 

issue an AASI as described below:
 
AASI Qualifying Conditions
Aviation medical examiners (AMEs) are now allowed to reissue medical certificates to pilots with 
serious medical histories that are now stable, but require special issuance. The program, called AME 
Assisted Special Issuance (AASI), is based on an earlier AOPA recommendation to the FAA. Certain 
low-risk medical conditions that require a special issuance can now be renewed annually by the 
AME after the FAA has granted the initial special issuance authorization.
When reporting one of the listed conditions for the first time, you will need to provide complete 
medical documentation to the FAA prior to having an FAA physical exam performed by an aviation 
medical examiner. After the FAA clears your case, you will receive a letter authorizing your AME to 
conduct a physical examination and issue a medical certificate if you are found otherwise qualified. 
This authorization letter may be valid for up to six years, but you will still be required to provide your 
AME with periodic medical reports confirming that your condition is unchanged. The authorization 
letter will also detail exactly what information is needed for continued certification and the time frame 
in which that information will need to be submitted. The program is under ongoing review, and new 
conditions will probably be added.
 
The FAA will review each case and determine if it will be placed under the AASI protocol. Until you 
receive an authorization that allows your AME to reissue the certificate, you should continue to send 
your periodic medical reports to the FAA just as you have always done.
More details about the new issuance policy can be found in the Winter 2003 Federal Air Surgeon's 
Bulletin  <http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/fasmb/media/F2003_04.pdf>
 
Stephen H. Goodman, M.D.
Federal Aviation Administration 
Aviation Medical Division
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, California 90009-2007
(310) 725-3750 
FAX (310) 725-6835
_______________________ 
 
In my case the folks at the FAA Aviation Medical Division in Los Angeles were helpful in providing 
status and prompt in processing my paperwork. 
 
    

Thought for the Month
 

We can't help everyone, but everyone can help someone.
                                                                      Ronald Reagan

Mr. Morgenfeld joined Lockheed in December 1979 as an 
Experimental Test Pilot in the world famous Skunk Works. 
There he was assigned to the F-117 program where he flew 
almost 1300 hours testing that aircraft. In 1989 Mr. Morgenfeld 
went on to the Advanced Tactical Fighter program where he 
was primarily 
responsible for flying 
the second YF-22A 
prototype. After 
Lockheed won that 
competition, he was 
named Chief Test 
Pilot for the YF-22A 
follow-on test 
program. In 1991 he 
was named Chief 
Test Pilot for the 
Skunk Works and in 1999 was promoted to Director of Flight Operations as well. He was the Chief 
Test Pilot on the Joint Strike Fighter program where he performed the first flight on the X-35 and tested 
all three versions of the airplane. He also served as an Engineering Technical Fellow of the Lockheed 
Martin Aeronautics Co. until his retirement in 2004.  Mr. Morgenfeld worked as an instructor at the 
National Test Pilot School from 2007 through 2009 and is currently the Chairman of the NTPS Board 
of Trustees

November Speaker - Lockheed Test Pilot To Morgenfeld:  Flying the X - 35

 

Tom Morgenfeld
Lockheed Test Pilot

Flying the X - 35
 
 
 
 
 



Coordinated effort of the EAA, Above All Aviation and A Different Point of View guides at-risk youths in 
identifying and meeting goals.  Local teens soared to great heights last weekend, flying private pilot 
planes atop the Santa Barbara coast as part of a unique experience coordinated by several local 
organizations.
The Saturday event was made possible by support and donations from the local chapter of the 
Experimental Aircraft Association, Above All Aviation flight school and the nonprofit A Different Point of 
View.
“Most of these kids have never been in 
an airplane,” Santa Barbara EAA Chapter 
527 President Carl Hopkins said. “I get 
kids in there, we take off and they’re 
screaming for joy.”
A Different Point of View founder Lynn 
Houston said she wanted to show at-risk 
teens a different perspective by 
presenting them with the opportunity to 
fly private pilot planes. She used flying as 
an analogy for life — that by the teens 
controlling the plane, they would be able 
to see that they can determine the 
direction their lives take. 
The nonprofit program, founded in June 
2011, seeks to assist at-risk teens with 
meeting their goals by pairing them with 
mentors to help with schoolwork, find jobs and plan for their future. The flight experience is the first 
step toward identifying their goals.
The program is currently made up of 20 teens and is continuing to expand. Houston said she plans to 
serve 100 teens per year through the program.
She said the program’s message is to “Engage, Inspire, Transform.” Throughout the yearlong 
commitment between the student and a mentor, a goal is identified, and the program works to provide 
resources to help the student meet his or her goal. Houston said that through the program, a former 
gang member who was a quadriplegic learned 
to fly.
“Whatever you need,” Houston said. “We’re 
going to be there to help you.”
Ashley, a 17-year-old student from Independent 
Studies at El Puente Community School, 
learned to fly private pilot planes with a 
scholarship to Above All Aviation’s two-week 
summer camp. She said her grandpa had 
passed away and she was struggling with 
school during the same week she joined A 
Different Point of View. A year later, Ashley is 
now on track to graduate high school this spring 
and plans to pursue a career as an interior 
designer. Through the program, she said she   
was able to find a job and an internship. 
Some of the students involved in the program go on to be pilots, Houston said; however, that is not the 
goal. She said the program’s purpose is not only to show teens a different point of view, but to respect 
other points of view as well.
A Different Point of View works with local organizations, including the United Boys & Girls Clubs and 
the Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, to identify at-risk teens who might benefit from the 
program. Houston said interest continues to grow through word of mouth.
“We’ve never said no to anyone,” she said, but added that the program is intended for kids who are 
struggling.

Santa Barbara EAA Chapter 527, Above All Aviation and A Different Point of View 

Team Up to Fly Young Eagles

EAA Pres Carl Hopkins and a “Young Eagle”

 

A teenage “Young Eagle” is All Smiles
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The program collaborates with Above All Aviation flight school and the EAA to provide teens with access 
to pilots and flight lessons at no cost for the initial flight, and at a reduced cost thereafter. Shawn Sullivan, 
director of operations for Above All Aviation, said the company offered to sponsor a child from A Different 
Point of View with flight lessons each session. 
The EAA routinely hosts a Young Eagles event, intended to encourage kids to become pilots, twice a 
year, during spring and fall. The most recent Young Eagles event, which occurred Oct. 6 in Santa Ynez, 
took 73 kids up in planes, Hopkins said. Saturday’s event was scheduled for kids who didn’t get to fly a 
plane that day.

— Noozhawk intern Nikki Chan can be reached at nchan@noozhawk.com. Follow Noozhawk on 
Twitter: @noozhawk, @NoozhawkNews and @NoozhawkBiz. Connect with Noozhawk on 
Facebook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EAA Webinars

Date / Time Title                                                                                               Presenter(s)
 
11/07/12 8:00PM CST   Say "No" to Useless Maintenance - AMT & Wings Credit  Mike Busch
 
12/05/12 8:00PM CST   The Post-Maintenance Test Flight - AMT & Wings Credit  Mike Busch
 
1/02/13 8:00PM CST     Principles of Reliability Centered Maintenance- AMT & Wings Credit            
Mike Busch
 
2/06/13 8:00PM CST   How Healthy Is Your Engine? - AMT & Wings Credit  Mike Busch
 
3/06/13 8:00PM CST   Five Secrets of Cost-Effective Maintenance  - AMT & Wings Credit Mike  
Busch
                                                                                                                                           

 
 
 
 

As in past years, our Annual Holiday Dinner Party will be held at Harry’s Plaza Cafe on Thursday, 
December 13.  Social Adjustment will start at 6pm with dinner following at 7pm.
This dinner is partly subsidized by the Club, so it is good food at a great price.  Details will follow 
Don’t forget to bring along an additional $15 for 2013 dues
Please contact Carl Hopkins or Still Chase (see below) for your reservation.   

Annual Holiday Dinner Party
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EAA Chapter 527
Santa Barbara, California

 

President Carl Hopkins 805//967-2943  Carllhopkins@cox.net
 
Vice Pres. Jo Duffy                     805/569-0660 joduffy@rain.org
 
Treasurer Roger Waldron 805-636-1455   roger.eaa527@gmail.com

                    PO box 1382, Santa Barbara, CA  93102
          Annual Dues: $15.00

  
Newsletter Editor:                          Still Chase 805/967-2883, stillc@cox.net
Webmaster: 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm., at the NEW 
VISITORS' CENTER, 45 Hartley Place, Santa Barbara Airport (SBA).  Visitors 
are always welcome!
 


