
December 2012

 Events Calendar
 

Upcoming Events: 
December 13 EAA 527 Holiday Dinner at Harry’s Plaza Cafe
EAA Webinars - See List at the end of this newsletter
Classic/Antique Aircraft displays at Santa Ynez (IZA) (Third Saturdays),
Santa Paula (SZP) (First Sundays) and Oceano (L52) (Second Saturday and 
Sunday)
 

 

Your Flight Physical
 
by Still Chase
 
As we pilots age (who doesn’t?), the biennial flight physical can create a few anxious moments.  
The experience gained from my recent flight physical might be of interest to other pilots.  
 
I reported on the FAA form a condition (skin cancer) that I thought was trivial, but turned out to be 
disqualifying.  Thankfully, a letter from my personal doctor to the FAA indicating that the condition 
was treated successfully was sufficient to reinstate my medical in less than one month. 
 
Basically, I was blindsided because I had not done my homework to determine what medical 
conditions the FAA considers disqualifying.  With this in mind I would suggest the following as you 
prepare for your next flight physical:
 
1.  Go the the FAA website, <www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certificates/>  to determine 

whether any condition you may have is disqualifying.
 
2.  Discuss your condition with your AME before filling out the form.  He may give you some 

guidance in providing the FAA with the required information.   Stonewalling your AME might not 
be a good idea should your unreported condition come to light later; your insurance might be at 
risk.

 
3.  Even if you have an initially disqualifying medical condition, the FAA together with your AME can 

issue an AASI as described below:
 
AASI Qualifying Conditions
Aviation medical examiners (AMEs) are now allowed to reissue medical certificates to pilots with 
serious medical histories that are now stable, but require special issuance. The program, called AME 
Assisted Special Issuance (AASI), is based on an earlier AOPA recommendation to the FAA. Certain 
low-risk medical conditions that require a special issuance can now be renewed annually by the 
AME after the FAA has granted the initial special issuance authorization.
When reporting one of the listed conditions for the first time, you will need to provide complete 
medical documentation to the FAA prior to having an FAA physical exam performed by an aviation 
medical examiner. After the FAA clears your case, you will receive a letter authorizing your AME to 
conduct a physical examination and issue a medical certificate if you are found otherwise qualified. 
This authorization letter may be valid for up to six years, but you will still be required to provide your 
AME with periodic medical reports confirming that your condition is unchanged. The authorization 
letter will also detail exactly what information is needed for continued certification and the time frame 
in which that information will need to be submitted. The program is under ongoing review, and new 
conditions will probably be added.
 
The FAA will review each case and determine if it will be placed under the AASI protocol. Until you 
receive an authorization that allows your AME to reissue the certificate, you should continue to send 
your periodic medical reports to the FAA just as you have always done.
More details about the new issuance policy can be found in the Winter 2003 Federal Air Surgeon's 
Bulletin  <http://www.faa.gov/library/reports/medical/fasmb/media/F2003_04.pdf>
 
Stephen H. Goodman, M.D.
Federal Aviation Administration 
Aviation Medical Division
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, California 90009-2007
(310) 725-3750 
FAX (310) 725-6835
_______________________ 
 
In my case the folks at the FAA Aviation Medical Division in Los Angeles were helpful in providing 
status and prompt in processing my paperwork. 
 
    

Thought for the Month
 

“Living the Dream is about taking chances...”
                                                                      Patrick Dugan

 

Flying the Pilatus Porter in Indonesia
by Patrick Dugan
 
Editors note:  So you think you’re a good pilot?  Think again.  Flying into the jungle and mountain 
airstrips in Indonesia is some of the most challenging flying on the planet.  Patrick (my son-in-law and 
family CFI) describes his experiences flying the Pilatus Porter.
                                                                                                                            Still Chase, editor
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Flying is a dream I've had for all my life. So when a crazy email came to me from a friend at the 
beginning of last year, I decided to check it out.
 
The Plane: The Pilatus Porter
The Place: The mountains of Papua, Indonesia
 
Let’s talk about the Porter.  Built in Switzerland, the 
airplane is still hands down the best STOL aircraft in 
the world. Max gross weight is 2800KG (6,172Lbs). It 
is powered by a P&W PT6A-27 680 hp derated to 
550 hp.  With a 51 foot wingspan, she loves to fly!!  
Getting used to it has been fun, but requires a 
rethinking of engine management.  Starting a turbine 
is simple but requires a bit of attention. A mis-step 
can cause a hot start and that can ruin the hot 
section at about $25K to fix..!  Once the engine is 
safely started the engine is a stove, all you need is to 
keep fuel coming and it stays lit.
 

 

Holiday Dinner Party
Harry’s Plaza Cafe
6PM Attitude Adjustment,

Dinner at 7PM
 
 
 
 
 



All tailwheel pilots are keenly aware of the need 
for rudder on takeoff rolls. With this beast, it 
requires a huge amount, with 550 shaft 
horsepower and a 6 ft. diameter prop the left 
turning tendency is monstrous.  In fact, you 
actually start the roll with 3/4 of the right and 
steer through the right pedal by relaxing and/or 
adding as needed.  Landings are simple and 
straight forward.  Pitch + power will give you 
performance.  We approach at 60-65 knots with 
flaps fully extended.  Because the wing is so 
big, she loves to fly, so too fast or too much 
power on touch down and she will not land.  
Here is where the plane comes into its own: 
with a strong beta on the engine and the ability 
to go full power, reverse on the prop and there 
is no runway too short.  The propeller in full 
reverse tilts the blades to almost -12
degrees!!   It is like trapping a wire.
 
Papua, Indonesia is a remote island on the eastern side of Indonesia. 
One of 17,000 islands,  it is considered still to be the wild ,wild west 
here.  The island has two cultures the Papuan, indigenous aboriginal 
tribes and Indonesian. Its rugged and beautiful. I have started to pick 
up the basics of the Indonesian language, but as for Papuan…. well 
there are only 258 dialects and villages across a valley sometimes 
don't speak the same language, so I guess it still requires finger 
pointing and gestures.  Typically, there is a tribal member who speaks 
rudimentary Bahasa so we get things done.
 
The people's only real connection is through the Porter and its drivers, 
so they are very happy when we show up and they are very respectful.  
In some villages we are still a curiosity because we don't go there very 
often, maybe once very 3-4 months, or in an emergency.  They are 
also very aircraft savvy, but that doesn't stop things from occurring.  A 
year ago a Caravan tried to go around when a person started across 
the runway. Here we have key positions and commitment points. A 
commitment point is that you WILL land!  Unfortunately,  the crash 
killed the co pilot.  
 
I have worked harder at flying in the past two 
weeks than in the last two years. We all go 
into a new experience with everything we 
need but then we need to to raise our skills 
and develop new ones to operate in this new 
environment.
 
I hope I have given you a glimpse into a new 
part of this world. If you're bored and looking 

for something to do log in to: 
www.abubbleoffcenter.net  My blog will try to capture 
visually and verbally the most challenging place on 
earth to fly.

Patrick Loading Up

Patrick’s Porter

Kegata, Gulp!
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Young Eagle Flights Anytime
by Carl Hopkins 
 
Young Eagle flights are not limited to the mass events we hold twice a year at Santa Ynez Airport.  
Any qualified pilot (National EAA member with a valid BFR and medical and an airworthy plane) can 
flight a Young Eagle (age 8 up to 18) anytime.  All you need is an interested young person and the 
desire to inspire aviation within them.  I have forms, certificates, and log books.  Just give me a call 
and I can get them to you.  If you give me the information in advance my wife, Susan, will calligraphy 
the certificate.  You must have one of the forms.  I can provide them or you can download them from 
the EAA site.  The registration form must be printed on one piece of paper.  Two pages stapled 
together will not be allowed at national.  (Attorneys!)  Just make sure the form is completed and 
signed by one or both parents.  After the flight sign the certificate, log book, and complete the bottom 
half of the registration and mail it to the address on the form.  The log book is very important because 
in it is a coupon good for a free ground school course from Sporty’s.  And if they take that course and 
pass their FAA written they get one hour of free lessons from the flight school of their choice.  
 
So the next time you give a flight to a friend or relative’s child, fly them as a Young Eagle.  
 
 
Paul Trent’s latest Young Eagle
by Carl Hopkins
 
Friday afternoon Paul Trent flew a Young 
Eagle in his baby blue Piper Pathfinder.  
Sam Borkton had contacted five EAA 
chapters trying to get a Young Eagle flight.  
Sam is 17 and his dream has been to be a 
pilot.  He has even registered in an 
aeronautical college starting next year.  But 
he wanted to get a head start and Young 
Eagles looked like a good way.  But no one 
returned his calls; until he found my name.  I 
couldn’t fly him that day so I enlisted Paul.  
Sam played hooky and his Mom took off 
work and drove here all the way from Costa 
Mesa so he could get his flight!  Thank you 
Paul!  Paul walked him through a thorough pre-flight and then took him off on a nice flight.  And of 
course, Sam got to fly.  Paul says he even did well on the turns.  So in a few years, if you hear “Your 
captain today is Sam Borkton,” you’ll know it all started with Paul’s Young Eagle flight.  
 

Paul and Sam

EAA Webinars

Date / Time Title                                                                                               Presenter(s)
 
1/02/13 8:00PM CST     Principles of Reliability Centered Maintenance- AMT & Wings Credit            
Mike Busch
 
1/16/13  7pm CST     Flying with the iPad - Update          Bret Koebbe
 
2/06/13 8:00PM CST   How Healthy Is Your Engine? - AMT & Wings Credit  Mike Busch
 
3/06/13 8:00PM CST   Five Secrets of Cost-Effective Maintenance  - AMT & Wings Credit Mike  
Busch
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https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/815875218
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/740010450
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/r


EAA Chapter 527
Santa Barbara, California

 

President Carl Hopkins 805//967-2943  Carllhopkins@cox.net
 
Vice Pres. Jo Duffy                     805/569-0660 joduffy@rain.org
 
Treasurer Roger Waldron 805-636-1455   roger.eaa527@gmail.com

                    PO box 1382, Santa Barbara, CA  93102
          Annual Dues: $15.00

  
Newsletter Editor:                          Still Chase 805/967-2883, stillc@cox.net
Webmaster: 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm., at the NEW 
VISITORS' CENTER, 45 Hartley Place, Santa Barbara Airport (SBA).  Visitors 
are always welcome!
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